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Our Mission: 

To promote positive parenting, enhance family 
strengths, and prevent abuse and neglect 

to infants and children. 



Your contributions 

DO make a 

difference! 

Valued Donors and Funders: 

 

Elbert County 

P.O. Box 2262 
Elizabeth, CO  80107 

 

Kiowa County 
1311 Maine St. 

Eads, CO  81036 
719-438-5600 

 
 

Lincoln County 
326 8th St. 

Hugo, CO  80821 
719-743-2542X14 

 

 

Logan County 
130 S. 4th St. 

Sterling, CO  80751 
970-522-9411 

 
 

Morgan County 
106 E. Kiowa 

Ft. Morgan, CO  80701 
970-867-4847 (HUGS) 

 
 

Phillips County 
127 E. Denver, Suite D 

Holyoke, CO  80734 
970-854-2921 

 

 

Sedgwick County 
118 W. 3rd  

Julesburg, CO  80737 
970-474-3413 

 
 

Washington County 
181 Birch Ave. 

Akron, CO  80720 
970-345-2327 (BEAR) 

 
 

Yuma County 
340 S. Birch St. 

Wray, CO  80758 
970-332-4623 

 
 

www.babybearhugs.org 
 

We are on Facebook! 

Locations: 

Regional Office 
201 S. Main St. 

Yuma, CO  80759 
970-848-5274 

babybear@babybearhugs.org 

Why support Baby Bear Hugs? 

Every dollar you give increases the potential for a child to have a safe and happy life. 

• $1,250 will provide parenting education and support monthly to a family for a year. 

• $850 will provide Nurturing Parenting for a parent with a child through 16 week clas-
ses. 

• $100 will provide a one time visit which may include Colorado Bright Beginnings, or 
Ages & Stages. 

• $50 will provide 10 Teddy Bears for children 

• $10 will provide 6 board books for children 

A special thanks to those who have chosen not to be 
listed.  We thank and appreciate you all! 

CHEYENNE COUNTY 
Gayle Mitchell 
Kay Jan Equipment Inc. 
Mabel E. Smith 
Mary’s Market 
Rebeltec Communications LLC 
The Eastern Colorado Bank 
 
KIOWA COUNTY 
Brown Funeral Home 
David & Shellie Engelhardt 
First National Bank of Hugo 
KC Electric Association Inc. 
Kiowa County Ambulance   
     Service 
Kiowa County Commissioners 
Kiowa County Department of  
     Social Services 
Kiowa County National Bank 
Linda Offill 
Rush Creek Churros 
Weisbrod Memorial County 
     Hospital 
 
LINCOLN COUNTY 
Carl and Cherry Stogsdill 
Equitable Savings and Loan 
Gretchen Blackwelder 
Hoffman Drug 
Jim and Shari Humphrey 
Lincoln County Commissioners 
Lincoln County Department of  
     Social Services 
Lincoln County Public Health 
Linda Yoder 
Mile High Banks 
Prima Pronto, Inc. 
     McDonald’s of Limon 
Richelle Ravenkamp 
Steve Burgess 
Superior Builders, Inc. 
 
LOGAN COUNTY 

Bank of Colorado 
Deb Neal 
Dalia Alexander 
Denise Fazio 
Erin Rinaldo 
Jim and Nancy McNay 
Jerry and Lani Michel 
Kiwanis Club of Sterling 
Logan County Commissioners 
Logan County Department of  
     Social Services 
Nioma Aden 
 
MORGAN COUNTY 

Bank of Colorado 
Betsy Porter 
Cargill Meat Solutions 
Colorado Plains Medical  
     Center 
Cornelius Trucking 
Debra Tolson 
Edwin and Barb Wacker 

Gamma Omega Chapter 
Jessica Rodriguez 
Kate Mullaney 
Kelly Akers 
Kevin and Cindy Hoyer 
Newstart Therapy 
     Marta Wells 
Paula McGuire 
Richard and Sally Mullaney 
Rural Communities Resource 
     Center 
Scott & Stacy Severin 
Washington County  
     Commissioners 
Washington County  
     Department of Social 
     Services 
Washington County Title   
     Company 
 
YUMA COUNTY 

Anne Gardner 
Bank of Colorado 
Barbara Olsen 
Beta Sigma Phi 
Bill and Marie Wenger 
Bob and Becky Bledsoe 
Bret and Andrea Anderson 
Calvary Lutheran Miriam 
     Guild 
Clay & Pauline Glenn 
Curt & Annabet Soehner 
Darlene Carpio 
Dugan Insurance &  
     Investments 
First Pioneer National Bank 
Foltmer Drug/Radio Shack/ 
     Main St. Clothing 
Gaylord and Cheryl Mekelburg 
Hokey’s Houses 
Jane Buchanan 
Jay Flaming Jewelers Inc. 
Korf Chevrolet Buick GMC,  
     Inc. 
Leigh Floral & Gift  
Main Street Insurance of   
     Yuma LLC 
Managed Growth Inc. in honor 
      of:  Eric Farmer 
            Bank of Colorado 
            Tom Holtorf 
Marian Warren 
Monte and Michelle Uyemura 
Patsy Cox 
Pete Newton 
Petroleum Development Corp. 
Progressive Woman’s Club 
Ralph and Maureen Ebert 
Randy and Bev Wenger 
Rural Communities Resource 
     Center 
Robert and Lona Hansen 
Spellman-Schmidt Funeral  
     Home 
Stalk, Inc. 

Fort Morgan Furniture 
Fort Morgan United 
     Methodist Church 
Hyperion Club 
Irene Sanchez 
Luann Boyer 
Morgan County Commissioners 
Morgan County Department  
     of Social Services 
Ruth E. Lamb 
 
PHILLIPS COUNTY 

Audrey Murray 
Bank of Colorado 
Damon and Pam Struckmeyer 
First Pioneer National Bank 
Gloria Bergner 
Holyoke Community Federal     
     Credit Union 
Jolly Dozen FCE Club 
Linda Jelden 
Martin Angus Ranch 
Max and Candace Fryrear 
Paoli Farmers Co-op 
Phillips County Commissioners 
Phillips County Department of  
     Social Services  
Stephanie Unruh 
Susan Walters 
Troy and Kim Killin 
Troy and Michelle Van 
     Overbeke 
 
SEDGWICK COUNTY 

Bruce and Betsy Marquardt 
D & L Meat Co., Inc. 
Doris Heath 
Farmers Grain Co of  
     Julesburg 
Julian and Jennette  
     Hoschouer 
Liittjohann, Kauffman, and 
     Pederson CPA’s 
Points West Community Bank 
Sara Lipnick 
Sedgwick County  
     Commissioners 
Sedgwick County Department  
     of Social Services 
Sedgwick County Health  
     Center 
Sedgwick County Rotary Club 
Town of Julesburg 
 
WASHINGTON 

COUNTY 

ABC Development Center 
Akron Dental Clinic 
     Peggy H. Wright, DDS 
Akron Head Start 
     Holly Thompson 
Bank of Colorado 
Cheryl Kraich 
Cornerstone Coffee 
Farmers State Bank of Akron 

Stan and Barb Fisher 
Steve and Ann Brethauer 
Tom Parks, DVM 
TAN Memorial Golf 
Terri Blecha 
Wray Community Health  
     Clinic, PC  
Wray Community Hospital  
     Auxiliary 
Wray State Bank 
Yuma County Abstract  
     Company 
Yuma County Commissioners 
Yuma County Department of  
     Social Services 
Yuma County Head Start 
Yuma County Quilt Guild 
Yuma District Hospital and  
     Clinics 
REGIONAL 

SUPPORTERS 
Albert & Angela Yee 
Celia Kulbe 

FOUNDATION AND 

GRANT SUPPORTERS 

∗ Amgen Foundation 

∗ Colorado Bright Beginnings 

∗ Colorado Children’s Trust 

∗ Colorado Health Foundation 

∗ Community Cupboard 

∗ Daniels Fund 

∗ ECCLPS—Parenting Class 

∗ El Pomar Foundation & KEEF 

∗ Group 

∗ Hunter Trust 

∗ Johnson Foundation, H & A 

∗ Mountain View Round-Up Fund 

∗ Presbyterian Church 

∗ Sam S. Bloom Foundation 

∗ Temple Hoyne Buell Foundation 

∗ Tony Grampsas Youth Services 

∗ United Way of Logan County 

∗ United Way of Morgan County 

∗ Wells Fargo Foundation 

Elizabeth Hickman 
Eric & Sharon Meiers 
Erin Westfall & Michael 
     Calahan 
Grayon & Laura Wesfall 
Jack & Audrey Yee 
    Westfall  
Kyle and Erin Seedorf 
Louise Westfall 
Mary Westfall & Dale 
     Rasmussen 
Platte Valley Hearing 
     Center, Inc. 
Rick and Ruth Seedorf 
Sally Goerner 
Sibyl Goerner 
Sue Westfall 
Theresa Jensen 
The Department of Family 
     Medicine University of     
     Colorado, Denver 
Tom and Myra Westfall 
United Methodist Women 

A very special Thank You to all who contributed and supported the 
following Fundraisers:  Bracelet Fundraiser,  Nut Fundraiser, 
Cute Baby Contest, Sweet Baby Contest,  Walk-A-Thon,  Yard Sale, 
50/50 Raffle, Yarn Donations 



Financial Profile 

 

Contributions: 
 State Prevention Grants $    91,718 
 Foundations  $   184,931 
 Local Support  $   131,705 
 Other income/support $    _7,680 
 
 TOTAL SUPPORT  $    416,034 

Program Services: 
 A, B, C visits             $   78,881    
 Nurturing Parenting  $   56,053 
               Ongoing Home Visitation $  247,988 
 Fund Raising   $   14,938 
 Administration  $   40,888 
 
 TOTAL EXPENSES $  438,748 

Baby Bear Hugs changes the lives of families through trusting relationships with caring 
visitors  who provide parenting education and support.  One time and ongoing visits are 
available for all families with children 0 to 3 years old in 9 counties in Eastern Colorado. 
 
The “core” programs of Baby Bear Hugs include the programs of Bright Beginnings, 
Ongoing Visits, Nurturing Parenting, Healthy Living, Ages and Stages Developmental 
and Social Emotional Screenings, and support groups. 
 
Programs of Colorado Bright Beginnings: 
• Program A  This is a one time visit after the birth of the baby which includes 

information on feeding, crying, sleeping, health, safety, and brain development. 
• Program B   Is delivered when the child is 12 - 24 months old, focusing on lan-

guage development. 
• Program C  Will focus on the 24 - 36 month old child and include information on 

consistent and positive guidance and discipline. 

Through the use of Ages & Stages we continue to educate parents about child 
development and screen for appropriate development. 

The evidence-based Nurturing Parenting curriculum has been incor-
porated into the ongoing home visits and Nurturing Parenting 
classes were provided two times this past year. 

The newest program, Healthy Living, incorporates the evidence 
based Eating Smart, Being Active Curriculum into selected visits. 

BABY BEAR HUGS is a 501(c)3 non-profit and a 

registered Colorado Charitable organization under 

the name of Regional Home Visitation Program. 

Programs of Baby Bear Hugs 

During Fiscal Year 2009-2010 Baby 
Bear Hugs provided: 

 
884 program A, B, and C visits (Bright 

Beginnings)  
 

410 families received on-going 
home visits 

Nurturing Parenting Classes to 60 

parents and 64 children 
 

Nurturing Parenting Ongoing Curricu-
lum to 21 parents and 24 children 

 
In addition to county staff, 

Baby Bear Hugs reached these num-

bers through: 
 

15 Volunteer Visitors 
 

7 Nurturing Parenting Classroom 
volunteers 

 
72 Advisory Committee members 

 
and a total of 2,084 hours of donated 

time 
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www.babybearhugs.org 

Current Board of Directors 
 
Elbert County: Cathryn Reiber 

Kiowa County: Eunice Weber 

Lincoln County:  Steve Burgess, Vice Chair 

Logan County:  Kirsten Schelling 

Morgan County:  Debra Tolson 

Phillips County:  Susan Walters, Recorder 

Sedgwick County:  Kathy Reinhardt 

Washington County:  Cheryl Kraich 

Yuma County:  Owen Elder, Chair 

At-Large:  Sergio Sanchez, Treasurer 

Stories of success... 

 

A Baby Can Learn From Games! 

A Baby Bear Hugs visitor demonstrated and discussed resources 
from the 0 to 12 month Bright Beginnings visit for a new mom.  
The mom said she didn’t know that a baby could learn from games. 
She said her family always stresses the importance of safety and 
nutrition, but she did not realize how important reading and playing games were to early brain 
development. This Mom now reads at least two books a day to her child, and makes game time 
from the learning games book a normal part of the family routine.  
Baby Bear Hugs Visitors Are Members of The Family?  

A Baby Bear Hugs visitor overheard two boys talking about her at a community event.  She 
knew them through the visits she had provided to their parents in their homes.  One boy told 
the other boy, “You know she my mom’s sister.”  The other boy looked surprised and replied 
back “Well she’s my Grandma.”  The visitor giggled and was touched that the two young boys, 
who’s mom’s she had visited in the past, considered her to part of each of their families when 
in fact there is no relation between any of them.  It’s a good example of the true impact that 
we have on the lives of the families that we serve. 
Nurturing Parenting is Life Changing. 

A mother was participating in the Nurturing Parenting curriculum 
through home visits.  Her husband was skeptical, as he figured 
“spanking and yelling worked when I was growing up”.  As a result of 
Nurturing Parenting the mom was reading to the children on a daily 
basis, she was giving them choices, and she herself was thinking about 
whether it was necessary to scream at the kids, was it really accom-
plishing the goal that she had in mind.  After seeing her successes, the 
husband decided that he would like to take the class.  They are now 
enrolled in the Nurturing Parenting class together. 

Regional Office 
201 S. Main St. 
Yuma, CO  80759 
970-848-5274 

Ruth Seedorf, Executive Director 
ruth.seedorf@babybearhugs.org 
Linda Beargeon, Business Manager 
linda.beargeon@babybearhugs.org 
Letha Thorn, Administrative Assistant 
letha.thorn@babybearhugs.org 


